160      CHAP. 8.   RENVOI AND CHARACTERIZATION

Thirdly, in order to find a definitive answer to the question or
each of the questions, the court must apply the law of the
selected country to the factual situation. The application of
the proper law to the factual situation raises the problem
whether the proper law is to be applied to the actual situation,
that is, the factual situation including its actual place elements,
or is to be applied to a factual situation in which the place
elements are hypothetically located in the country the law of
which has been selected as the proper law. This is of course
one of the matters which will come up for consideration in the
subsequent discussion of the doctrine of the renuoi.

In each of the three stages of the court's enquiry there may
be a conflict of conflict rules between the law of the forum and
the law of a foreign country. In the first stage there may be
a latent conflict arising from the fact that although the conflict
rules of two countries are on their face the same in that they
use the same connecting factor in the same sense, nevertheless
they may be different in effect because the nominally identical
question to which the rules relate is characterized in one way
in one country and in another way in the other country, as,
for example, if the conflict rules of both countries say that
capacity to marry is governed by the lex domicilii, and that
formalities of solemnization of marriage are governed by the lex
loci celebrationis, but a requirement as to parental consent to
the marriage of a minor is characterized in one country as a
matter of capacity to marry (or some other aspect of intrinsic
validity of marriage or essential feature of family law), and in
the other country is characterized as a matter of formalities of
solemnization of marriage. In the second stage there may be
a latent conflict of conflict rules arising from the fact that the
conflict rules of two countries are on their face the same, but
are in reality different because the nominally identical connect-
ing factor specified in the conflict rules is characterized or defined
in different ways in the two countries, as, for example, if the
conflict rules of both countries say that the lex domicilii is the
governing law with regard to a given question, such as succession
to movables, but domicile means one thing in one country and
another thing in the other country. In the third stage there
may be a patent conflict of conflict rules arising from the fact
that the conflict rules of two countries are on their face
different, as, for example, if the conflict rule of one country
says that the lex domicilii governs a given question, such as